
Early this past spring, Kelvin and his brother, 
Douglas, were brought in as strays.  Kelvin 
was quickly adopted and just as quickly 
returned.  You see, Kelvin had a limp.  He 
was placed with a foster mom who was 
advised by our vet to watch him.  The limp 
did not go away so Kelvin went to see 

Dr. Stone at Bloomingrove Veterinary.  X-rays revealed the reason for his limp:  
Kelvin’s kneecap was not where it belonged, but rather on the side of his leg!

With a referral and x-rays in hand, foster mom Barb and Kelvin saw Dr. Besancon 
at Upstate Veterinary Specialties.  Dr. Besancon delivered the bad news:  Kelvin’s 
injury was very serious.  As a kitten Kelvin had probably broken his leg but 
not received proper care, so the leg did not heal properly.  Amputation was a 
possibility, but everyone wanted Kelvin to have the opportunity to have a fairly 
normal leg.  He was operated on in May and according to Dr. Besancon, it was 
one of his most complicated surgeries.  The prognosis was guarded and a quiet 
recovery was an absolute necessity.  

For six weeks, Kelvin lived in a large dog cage -- no running, no jumping, no 
being a normal, active young cat.  At his first follow-up visit, Dr. Besancon was 
pleased but Kelvin needed to strengthen the muscles by stretching and using 
the leg.  In June, pins were surgically removed.  A few months later, Dr. Besancon 
said Kelvin was doing fine and was no longer in any pain, but would probably 
always limp.  He remained with Barb but was ready for a new forever home.   

According to Barb, Kelvin had always been pretty shy around people.  When Linda 
met Kelvin, it was different.  Although he didn’t climb on her lap, he went over to 
her readily, allowing her to pet him.  Linda wanted to think about it.  A week after 
that first meeting him, she picked him up and became Kelvin’s new mom. 

Linda has emailed and called Barb several times to report on Kelvin’s progress.  He 
is a real love and running all over the house.  Shortly before adopting Kelvin, Linda 
had to put down her 11-year-old Golden Retriever and since she is only a year 
away from retirement, she did not want another dog.  This was a match meant 
to be.  Kelvin has become the very affectionate boy he was while in Barb’s care.

Linda and Kelvin have a final follow-up appointment scheduled with Dr. 
Besancon.  Linda wants to meet the doctor who saved Kelvin’s leg and Dr. B. 
wants to see his “favorite white cat.”  Kelvin has charmed Linda and Dr. B., just as 
he did Barb. 

Kelvin...  

the Charmer
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All too often I have written about animals who have been 
abused and neglected.  Each time I talk about one of these 
stories, I’m asked how we can prevent more animals from 
being harmed.  Considering there are so many people who 
are passionate about preventing animal suffering, I think 
it’s amazing that it continues to happen so often.  Yes, we 

need better laws, better enforcement of those laws and the resources to provide 
humane education.  Unfortunately, we have seen very little attention to these issues 
from government officials who are forced to look for ways to cut budgets.

I am happy to say there is a bright spot for animal lovers.  Recently, Albany County 
legislator Bryan Clenahan introduced a county bill called Local Law K.  The law 
establishes a registry of animal abusers convicted in Albany County.  The law 
passed the legislature unanimously and was signed into law by County Supervisor 
Michael Breslin.  The law will go into effect 90 days after he signed, which was in mid 
November.  

The law requires anyone who is convicted of animal cruelty, dog fighting or other 
similar crimes to submit their name, address and photo to the Sheriff’s Department, 
along with a $50 fee.  That fee will be paid annually and will be the only source of 
revenue to maintain the list so there is no cost to taxpayers.  Offenders will remain on 
the list for 10 years.  If they are convicted a second time, they must remain on the list 
for life.  The registry will be housed on the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society’s web 
site and maintained by the Society.

This in itself is a huge step forward for animal advocates.  Now we will have a central 
place where we can look for people who have harmed animals.  But wait, there’s 
more.

The law also requires any animal shelter, rescue group, pet store, breeder or 
individual giving, selling or adopting an animal to check the registry before handing 
over the animal.  It will be a crime for anyone to provide an animal to a person on the 
registry.  With this provision, we keep animals out of the hands of abusers, prevent 
future suffering and reduce the number of cruelty cases that need to be investigated.

It should be noted that over the course of several public hearings about the law, the 
only person to speak out in opposition was a lobbyist for the pet store industry who 
said the law would create too much paperwork.  It appears some pet stores may not 
be concerned enough about providing animals to convicted abusers.

The new law is a huge step forward, but it is still not enough.  I have already started 
speaking to legislators in other counties in an attempt to spread these protections 
throughout the region.  My hope is that ultimately we will see a state-level registry 
so no matter where an abuser moves in the state, they will not be able to hide – and, 
more importantly, they will not be able to abuse more animals.  Statewide protection 
may be difficult to achieve, but with this new law, Albany County is demonstrating 
itself to be a role model and an animal protection leader.  I believe the Society will 
play an integral part in leading the state forward toward becoming a safer place for 
animals.

Thank you to everyone who came out to various gatherings and sent emails and 
letters to voice their support for Local Law K.
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Tribute gifts listed here were received 7/16/11 – 11/8/11.   
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In Memory Of...
Ann Acken
   Suzanne Marino
Agnes & George
   Maureen Smith
John Ahearn, Sr.
   Claudia Alexander
   Judy Disco & Barbara Goldstein
   Joan Gavrilik
   Girls’ Night Out Friends
   Guercio & Guercio, LLP
   Elena & Greg Guercio
   Erin O’Grady-Parent
   John & Sharon Ryan
   Amy Schallop
   Troy City School District  
  Board of Education,  
  Superintendent & Assistant  
  Superintendent
   John & Marilyn Winans
John, Margaret, Tim & Happy 
Albert
   Pam Holcomb
Florence “Lori” Alston
   James & Patricia Chiarella
   Lynn Miller
   Julia Rambo
   Amanda Vickerson
Amy & Abby
   JoAnne & Frank Brady
Angel
   Linda & Diane Marowitz-Gerdon
Lori Angillo
   Robert & Evelyn Angelo
   Shirley Eglintine
   Michele Tharp
Linda Arnold
   John T. Biscone, Esq.
   John & Anna Marie Bonafide
   Peter & Cheryl Cahill
   Dennis & Denise Carman
   Gregory & Barbara Caswell
   Nancy & Paul Caswell
   Cynthia Dashiell
   Linda Gellman
   Darlene Harezga
   Sandra Lennon
Asha
   Anonymous
Ashes & Bobby
   Kathleen Le Boeuf
Bailey
   Mary Ann Rosenzweig
Bambi
   Donna Kochis
Teresa Barney
   Gayle & Tom Healy
   Geraldine Mancino
Beam’s Duc Luther Von 
Conrad CD
   Kathleen Le Boeuf
Bear
   Elaine Udwary
Nicholas Behuniak
   Theresa & James Cary
Eleanor Bennett
   Ken & Tammy Brooks
Bertie
   Lisa & Michael Taub
Michael Betjemann
   Kathleen Betjemann &  
  Laura Leschik
Betsey
   Elizabeth Schuyler & Rosie
Billie
   Debbie Kilmer
Bingo
   Carole Lyman
Blackie
   Julia Dominian
Helen Blais
   Diane & John Grego
Bommer Blanchette
   Joseph & Sheila Elario
   Janice Kirshenbaum
Marion Bleidell
   Eleanor Davis

Bob & Reyka
   Kathleen Magee
Jeffrey Bogardus
   Albany Medical Center  
  Birthplace
   Michael Boyle
   Lisa Brown
   Anne Comiskey
   Suzi Cordi Oliver
   Beth Goodman
   Audrey Guyette
   Laura Kukowski
   Tom & Diane McNamara
   Philips Healthcare Employees
   Steven & Christine Sbardella
   Karen Smith-Sfara & Doris Smith
   Ahron West
Boogie
   Katherine Ryals
Bonnie Borges
   Natalie Borges
Deborah Brantigan
   Joseph & Janet Allegretti
   Beatrice Flanders
Sassy Brantigan
   Art Brantigan
Brunswick
   Christine Roman
James Bryant
   Nelson Center & Bonnie  
  DeGennaro
   Colleen Dooley
   Kathleen Dooley
   Margaret & Francis Kelly
   Maureen Majkut
   Diana Malkonian
   Stan & Deanna Mastin
   NYS Dept. of Health
   Amanda Pyskadlo
Bubba & Sassy
   Richard & Christine Pufpaff
Moses Buckley
   Mary DeMarco
Buddie
   Barbara Hrachian
Budwinkle
   Maureen Seidel
Buster the Boxer
   Ann Dumas
Richard Byrnes
   Sheila Lobel
Marjorie Caird
   Barbara Bates
   Early Engine Club
   Becky English
   Sara Joyce
   Thomas & Susan Ostrowski
   Sandra Rosko
Anna Callendar
   Mary Savage
Callie
   Paul & Jean Finnegan
Matthew Canfield
   Marcia DeKalb
   Michael LaLiberte & Friends  
  of Matty C.
Aurelio Caranfa
   Luciana Caranfa
Miles Carpenter
   Rosemarie Decetise
Andrew Carroll
   Laura Williams
Lia Catalano
   Roy Elk
Charlie & Ratso
   Nancy Rockefeller
Chico
   Charles & Anne Bohl
Chico
   Kathryn Tarentino
City Broad
   Mary Muraski
Kelly Anne Colton
   Patricia Louise Ryan
Tom Conklin
   Mary Pat Chamberlain
Helen Connors
   James & Rena Carroll

   
Helen Connors (cont.)
   Mary & Bill Chace
Joe & Annie Corbett
   Doris Corbett
Mary Corcoran
   Community Hose Fire Company
   Mary Dickert
   Marcia Dillon
   Andrew Klos
   Krista Montie
   Rensselaer City Bus Drivers
   Wayne & Patricia Warden
   Lori Williams and Lynn  
  Whimple & Family
Cookie Marie & Blackie 
Therese Cronin
   Anne Cronin
Linda Crowley & Sara Lee
   Sandy McKinlay
Helen Culver
   Susan Culver
Nancy Cunniff-Plowinske
   Joseph Cunniff
   Suzanne Farnham
   Sharon Johnson
   Bruce & Leila Lewis
   Anthony, Donna & Nick Marro
   Brenda Martiniano
   Barbara & Paul Migdalen
   Dave & Pat Morrow
   Stephen Mungenast
   National Grid Customer  
  Metering Services Dept.
   Karl Pelech
Dalton
   Susanne Sample-Brown
Danae
   Cindy Ginart
Mary Elizabeth Dent
   Thomas Burke
   Joanne Malecki
   John & Cindy Noble
   Tricia Sigsworth
   Sandra & Bruce Weidman
Dexter
   George & Marilyn Clark
Donald Deyoe, Sr.
   Cynthia Bernhardt
   William Clizbe
   Andrea Green
   Ronald & Mary Kogelmann
   NYS Dept. of Labor  
  Employer Account  
  Adjustment Section
   Madelyn Schwartz & Friends
Kyle Dobert
   Diane Bradley & John  
  Shannon
Christine Dominy
   M. Dunbar, A. Genovese, M.  
  Cail, N. Perrella, S.  
   Taleporos & D. Carpenter
   Margaret Connors
   T. Gollmer, M. Snyder, B.  
  Gioeni, J. Richardson, N.  
  Rubin & S. Morgan
   Jason & Mary Jo Segal
Dooley
   Linda Griffin & Freling Smith
Kenneth Drautz
   Sharon Hoffman
   Nancy Hoover
   Sherri & Steven Newell
   Irma Stonebridge
   Laura Wilson
Duke
   Pat & Eileen McCabe
Duke
   Diane Kelly
Jos. L. Dunn
   Mary Erceg
Robert Durivage
   Paula Conklin on behalf of  
  S-2 & Noreen
   Betsy Durivage
   E. W. Tompkins Company, Inc.
   Lorraine Gormley

   
Robert Durivage (cont.)
   Dick & Carol Green
   Elaine & Bob Mammen
   RCSTA
   John & Marie Stasiak
   Aldo Tambasco
   Ronald Terry
   Mike Testo
Steve Eberle
   Nina Motta
Robert & Gail Eisenberg
   Mara Lamphere
Buddy Ellis
   Debra Ellis
Charles Feeley, III
   Erin Cirilli
   Elizabeth LaPosta
Donna Fisher
   Howard & Sue Barnes
   Lilly Carter
Matthew Fitzsimmons
   Colleen Albanese
   Susan Bishop
   Gregg Buckbinder
   Sal & Maria Dambrowski
   Bob MacLasco
   Michael & Martha Roche
   Steve & Betty Shane
Jamie Flavin
   Aqua Vista Campground Assoc.
   Marjorie Marois
   Leah North
Gregory Fox
   Karen Ayres
   Joan Bidgood
   Carol Bradt
   Sorelle Brauth
   Claire Burnham
   Eileen Cariello
   Elizabeth Carloni
   City of Albany Friends
   College of Saint Rose
   Paul Eddy
   Barbara Gaffuri
   Cliff & Mary Garbaccio
   Timothy Guernsey
   Theresa Heath
   Frank Herbert
   Marty & Wendy Lasher
   Judith Lee
   Larry & Jean Lux, Dominick  
  & Margie Iacovazzi and  
  Gary & Charlene Iacovazzi
   Liz Marini
   Ronald Meshurel
   Alexandria Myers
   Albert & Yvonne Nicola
   Dianne Nicola
   Joel Nicola
   Gavin Nicoletta
   Nicole Olander
   Susan Palmer
   Patrice Peters
   Levi Reavey
   Karen Rhoades
   Lisa Rosi
   Mary Ann Shoudy
   Sharon Vaughan
   Caleb & Linda Wistar
   Daniel Yanulavich
Robert Francis
   David Myers
Freckles
   Jean Pascucci
Lucy French
   Paul & Susan Bulmer
   John & Anne Marie Hakeem
Edith Fritzen
   Laura Brinson
Denise Giordano
   George Keyser
   New York State Lottery        
  Co-workers
David Giroux
   Marilynn Brown

David Giroux (cont.)
  Clifton Park-Halfmoon Post  
  Office
   Chief & Mrs. Raymond LaMora
   Myron & Dorothy Miller
   Donald Shannon
   Deborah Thomas
Nancy Giroux
   Louise Brady
   Genevieve Callanan
   Robert Campana
   Martha Leckonby
   Mary Savage
   William & Emily Scheibly
   Patricia Sharpe
Joseph Giuffre
   Nina Motta
Adam Godzik, III
   Joan Godzik
Carolyn Goodermote
   Thelma Culver
   Hal, Diane & Evy Hoffman
Ariel Goodrich
   Rose Barends
   Bev & Sam Bozzella
   CHA Tech Services LLC
   Elsmere Fire Co. Ladies  
  Auxiliary
   Mary Lou Fahrenkopf  
  & Family
   FatBoys Friday Night Golf  
   League
   June Groat
   Marcia Halse
   George Hoff
   Anthony & Daile Morrell
   Ken & Jeanette Mortensen
   Gail Nelson-George
   Perkins School Faculty
   Susan & Mary Reilly
   Tim & Linda Reilly
   Constance Rukwid
   Reginald Sauer
Dorothy Gregor
   Philip Lavallee
Betty Gregory
   Kathleen & Helen Butler
   Stephen & Genevieve  
  Chenette
   Eileen Hildreth
   Connie Mann
   Jon A. Olson
   Patricia Pleat
   Noreen Seaphoenix
   Harriet Sinclair
   Donna Streeter
   Jean Tomlinson
   Michelle Vasilakis
   Lois Williams
Stephen Grifferty
   Cliff & Maureen Dean
  Guinness
   Paul & Jean Finnegan
Priscilla & Tom Gullo
   JoAnn Gullo
Hadriel
   Jessica Warren
Princess Harding
   Wayne Wright
Suzanne Harris
   James & Christina Beaudoin
   Marc Bulson
   Mary Casey
   Bob & Nancy Ducatte
   G. & S. Guerro, S. & M.  
  McClenahan, C. & A.  
  Greene, J. Wagner & D.  
  Lasky, V. & G. Arbour
   Hickey Family
   Loud Book Club
   Joan & Edward Niles
   Lisa & Jon Pierce
   Gabriella Rehm
   Senior Comfort at Home LLC
   Stanley & Jackie Stefanik
   Wilcox Family
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Charles Herman
   Beverly Herman
Geraldine Herrington
   Chris & Bob Burns
   Thelma Culver
   Margaret Farrell
   Jon & Connie Hall
   Dorothy Halloran
   Cynthia Henninger
   Shirley Jacobson
   Jean Magnuson
   Patricia Martinez
   Wayne, Jane & Elizabeth  
  Normandin
   John & Diane Svatek
   Mary & Mark Unser
Todd Lincoln Hunt
   Robert & Cari Rocco
Paul Hyatt
   Theresa Jackson
Kristina Marie Hyland
   Lynn Hyland
Russ Igoe
   Theresa Igoe
Vera Jackson
   Corrigan Family
   Patricia Pogge
Cali Jacobs
   Janice Severson
Tyler Jarosz
   Jenny O’Connor
Lorraine Jeskie
   Kathleen Betjemann &  
  Laura Leschik
Edward Jesmain
   Valerie Wasial
Jessie & Jasmine
   Michelle DiCarmine
Joyce Johnson
   Andrew & Virginia Koski
Jean Johnston
   Jeri Honikel
Barbara Joslin
   Susan Joslin
Lexi Jozwiak
   Grace Bennett & Val
Agostino “AJ” Jubrey
   Helen Articolo
   Betty Capalbo
   Karie Cejka
   Ensign Family
   Marlene & Chris Indilicato
   Patricia Miller
   Marilyn Phelan
   Janice Vunk
George Kaprielian
   Barbara Hrachian
Alexander Kasparian
   Kasparian Family
Lt. Joseph Kellogg
   Grace Kwazneski
   Lynn Lockwood
   Joseph & Elizabeth Lynam
   John Weaver
Nicholas Kidalowski
   Anchor Agency Friends
   Ann & Todd Kidalowski  
  and Booth
   Stefan Kidalowski
   Johanna Miller
   NYSDEC Friends
Kiki
   Dianne Ammerman
Kinsey
   Gloria Romano & David  
  Marshall
   Mike & Beth Sontz
Sasha K. Kitty
   Judith Gordon
Lady
   Rev. Barbara Silk
Joan Lajeunesse
   Grace Barnes
   Rosemary & Stephen Baumes
   Laurel Bishop
   VFW Post 7411

Carroll Langley
   NYS Health Dept. Healthcom  
  Services Bureau
Layla
   Suzanne Hackert
Joan Lewandowski
   Kelly Catone
Mookie & Sammy Loew
   Kathy Nadoraski
Louise
   Barbara Hrachian & Tom  
  Gegan
Skylar Lubowitz
   Angela Henault
Lucky
   Dan & Bette Lee Flynn
Ethan Mahl
   Patricia Mahl
Ruth Maloney
   David & Nancy King
   Raymond & Patricia Lyons
   Debbi Wardstrom
Mandy
   Lori Knapp
Claire & Harry Margolis
   Eliot Margolis
Mollie Marron
   Jason Doling & John DeCelle
Edward Martenis, Sr.
   Ronald & Linda Lacey
Joseph Maselli
   Nancy Bodnaryk
   Karen Carl
   Mary Jane Connors
   Pedro Lay
   Angela Odmin
Terry Ann Mason
   Anonymous
Odell Matheny
   Barbara Lewis
George McBride
   Ellen & Gerald Singley
Trina McCandless
   Judith Giuliano
John McCauley
   Tricia Sigsworth
Beatrice McGaughan
   Tricia McGaughan
Lois McGivern
   Wynantskill Seniors
Shadow McMullen
   Maureen McMullen
Arnold Meyer
   Todd Meyer
Midgee
   Kathy Brady
Miel
   Gail Taddeo
Mike’s Blitzen
   Olga Winsor
Col. & Mrs. Charles Mizell
   Angela & Carol DeCandia
Moker
   Mildred Fox
Monty
   Gloria Romano & David  
  Marshall
Morgan
   Wayne Wright
Philip Morgan
   Phyllis H. Morgan
Marcia Morrill
   Cindy Morrill
Agnes Morris
   JoAnn Bryant
   Janet Kositzka
   Romeo’s Gifts
   Slavin Motor Sports
   Nancy Van Vranken
   Doris Vrooman
Mother
   Sara & Ken Beckley
Mouse
   Roberta Russom
Mr. Bones
   Dan & Mari Kayajian and  
  Pat McGuire

Mrs. Peel
   Philip Cumming
Marie Muller
   Marilyn Zolner
Murphy
   Mary Stokes & Judy
Daniel Murphy
   Mary Jane & Jocko Martterer
   Salvatore & Marylyn Praga
   Barbara Ritz
   Carl & Nancy Touhey
Barbara Naegeli
   Patricia Golas
Neeka
   Patricia Smith
Nigel
   Aunt Sue, Timber, KitKat  
  & Butch
Noodles
   Patricia Cummings
Scott Nowak
   Alice Cirillo
Nutmeg
   Anna Olmsted
Anna Mae O’Connor
   Beverly Cavallaro
Opa, Schatzie & Leah
   Anna Bundy
Oreo
   Joseph & Cynthia Kaiser
Oskar
   Mike Speranza
Susan Otto
   June & Frank Beyer
Edward Overbaugh, Jr.
   Carole Praga
Ozzie
   Patricia Smith
Nelly Paolucci
   Clare & David McNally
Dinah Parr
   Katherine Fallanca
   Sarah Hellenschmidt
Mary Pasquini
   Vincent & Yvette Commisso
   Mary, Julia & Charles Glaser
   John Granich
   Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Granich  
  and Family
   Peter Kindlon
Peep
   Luke Vogel
Pele
   James & Georgia Barnack
Mary Pelton
   Judith Pelton
Pepper
   Paul Ladouceur
Dude Pitcher
   Regina Jakubec
Vincent Powers
   Lois Diduch
Margaret Pratt
   Marilyn Zolner
Dr. Jeanne Rabin Kanaan
   Thomas & Melissa Derasmo
   Martin & Arlene Gimovsky  
  and Family
   Harriet, Neil & Alex Gold
   Rachel Likover, Scott  
  deWolski and Family
   Louise Verdile
   Rose Wilbur
Joan Rainey
   Susan Aluck
   Jane Izzo
Ralph & Alice
   Joan de Paz
Alan Rasmussen
   Craig & Jackie Dickert
Marion Anderson Rasmussen
   Carol Rasmussen
Reese
   Josephine Wells
Rex, Brandy, Callie, Sydney & 
Peanut
   Christine Linn

Irja Riano
   Marjorie Corbett
   Lily Delphey
   Finnish Heritage Society  
  Sovittaja
   Jana Jarvi
   Joe & Cathy Nusca
   Senior Comfort at Home LLC
Lillian Robinson
   Joan Adams
   Catherine Cassidy
Roscoe
   Nancy Lauricella
Carolyn Rose
   Jane Grimes & Lou Carol Lecce
Dr. Martin Rubin
   Avila Retirement  
  Community Staff
   Arthur & Janice Bowen
   Norman Cohen
   Calvin DeLorimiere
   Mary Lou Flanagan
   Diana Ham
   Joan Keppler
   Lou Carol Lecce
   Phyllis Levine
   Jane Loeb
   Donna Murray
   John & Virginia Northcutt
   NYS Dental Association
   Jeanne Riberdy
   Sandra Riccio
   Thomas & AnnMarie Rondi
   Felicia Stewart
   Mary Grates Stoll
   Dianne Wilson
Rusty Roo
   Mark & Theresa Mayhew
Alice Ryan
   Sharon Hotaling
Sam
   Sheila & David Kiehle
Samantha
   Barbara & Roman Swyst
Sammy
   Johanna Shogan &  
  Kathleen Buck
James & Andrew Savage
   Kathleen Ostapeck
   Mary Savage
Schuyler
   Patricia Cumiskey
Brownie Schwartz
   Erica Schwartz
William Schwarz, Jr.
   Milan & Joanne Krchniak
SPC Joseph Scorza
   Peggy Evans
   Betty & Ralph Scorza
   Stanley & Natalie Smith
Shadow
   Brendan O’Brien
Shady
   Patricia McGuire
Shamrock, Chip & Bruce
   Karen DeLisle
Sharon’s Primrose Path
   Nora & Alfie Busold
Shelby
   Theresa Farrell
Arthur Shelmandine
   Denise Ellison
Steve Shelto
   Jennifer Albright
   Christine McEntee
Shensi, Tai & Tobby
   Jean Krokenberger
Margaret Sickles
   Janice Ciprioni
   Mary Demyan
   Friends of North Greenbush  
  Public Library
   Ted & Mary Gentile
   Anne Marie Halpin
   Daryl McCarthy
   Alice Schreiner
   Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sickles, Sr.
   Rex Sickles

Margaret Sickles (cont.)
   Philomena Taddeo
   Van Rensselaer Manor Staff
   John & Dorothy Vars
Simon (Smooey)
   Susan Schwartz
Simon
   Marianne Murphy
Jennifer Simpson
   Frederick DeWald
   Renee Feeley
   Kelly O’Toole
   Olive Payette
   Keith Simpson
Sleight Family Animals
   David Sleight
Jane Smart
   Frank Macutek & Family
Arthur Smith
   Bob & Linda Smith
Regina Smith
   Lori & Rich Barker
   Yvonne Blanch
   Geri Cary
   Christ Our Light Arts & Crafts
   Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Chromik
   Jerry & Ellie Daniels
   George Filieau
   Kathleen Fusco
   Charles Gray
   Joan Green
   Mary Mazzella
   Nancy & Ron Messersmith
   Michael & Rhona Novack
   Tracey & John Pause
   Deborah Poulton
   Carol Prashaw
   Pat Ramundo
   Jane Rooney
   Michael Sheehan
   Emily Simpson
   Sandy & Jim Smith
   William Smith
   Stephan Family
   Ida Traschen
James Snay
   Mark O’Connor
Snowball
   Joseph Torosian
Socks
   Grace McGrath
Edward Somers
   Clytie Somers & Kurt  
  Nurnberg
Sonny
   Paul & Jean Finnegan
Sophie
   Laurie Albigese
Spike
   Patricia Smith
Diane Spinelli
   Doris Oakley
Spooky
   Liz Nardacci & Sis
Mary Lou Sterling
   Jean Koldis
Myron Strasser
   Marcia Aronowitz
Thomas Szesnat
   Pat Smith
Tammy
   Diane & Bob Freer
Tea
   Libby Zucker
Howard Teal
   Irene Hughes
Teddy & Emma
   Brad & Lessa Shear
Teddy
   Daniel & Sarah Lewis
Teddy
   Mark & Linda Fremgen
Teddy
   Joyce Beckley
Tesa
   Tricia Sigsworth
Kerry Thompson
   Joseph Cadenbach
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Kerry Thompson (cont.)
   Gail DuBois
   George Hogan
   Victoria Nye
Thor
   Debra & Rich Nead
Tosh
   Arts Center Crew - Stacey,  
  Jill & Shane
Robert & Marie Townsend
   Mary Merrills, Mr. & Mrs.  
  J. Merrills, Mr. & Mrs.  
  L. Palmateer, Mr. & Mrs. K.  
  Palmateer and Mr. & Mrs.  
  M. Morizio
Alan Trossbach
   Jennie Moak-Piazza
Trudy
   Rev. William Turnbull
Ty
   Katherine Colavita
Kaia Vara
   Regina Jakubec
Mikhail Vaysman
   Carol DeCandia
Max Vickers
   Eric Vickers
Mary Ellen Wehren
   Cynthia Byers
   Kate Cahill
   Co-workers of Vida Wehren
   Christine DiCaprio-Yandik
   Barbara & Frank Herbert
   Porter Starke Services
   Mary Ann Shoudy
   Deborah Smead
   Vehicle Safety Office
   Priscilla Wiant-Maskin
Robert Whalen, MD
   Anna Whalen
Robin Wheeler
   Robin Washburn
Stella White
   Carolyn Film
Scarlet Wilcox
   Sandi Zarch
Ari Thomas Willard
   Wendy Willard
William
   Juliet Turner
Michael Williams
   Debra Flagler

Willow
   Stacey Shanahan
Winnie
   Paulette Bosworth
Barbara Woods
   Geraldine & Emilios Kyriakides
Rose Zaccardo
   Richard Zaccardo
Zeke
   Kathryn Gerbino
Zeus, Blackie & Miss Kitty
   Christina Lacomb

In Honor Of...
Lindsey Adrian
   Sara Cooper
Alison & Jeremy’s Wedding 
Guests
   Jeremy Hosier
Greg Anderson & William 
Tuthill
   Marc Saltzman & Kirk Myers
Angie
   Rosalie Richard
Animals affected by 
Hurricane Irene
   Polina Geseleva
Alicja Bialasiewicz
   Alain & Janet Perregaux
Boght Veterinary Clinic
   Deborah Carpenter
Marianne Bono Theophilis
   NYSDOH SPARCS Unit
Anna Brennan
   Fayne Leventhal &  
  John Wallace
Jackie Brickman
   Anna Demo
Neil & Sara Bryant
   Carol Robinson
Bob & Terry Campana
   Paula Patrician
Robert & Tess Campana
   Barbara & Donald Pavelchak
Izabel Chase
   Clarisse Banks
   Alyce Lavoie
   Avery Marshall
Matthew Clary
   Erin Clary

Steve & Connie Clemans
   Tim & Mary Komdat
Crammond/Scott Wedding
   Crammond/Scott  
  Wedding Guests
Patricia Cumiskey
   Paula Lattanzio
Kelly Doherty & Ryan Goodall
   Cory Nugent
Ruth Drescher
   Mary Walczyk
Ken Dudley & Kevin McNeelege
   Barbara Carroll
Dusty, Janna, Angel & Gemini
   Thomasine Walsh
Shirley Felter
   Lisa Carey
Veona Fisher
   Joanne & Merlin Wagner
Michele Forte
   Epilepsy Foundation of NENY
Sari Gold & Eric Wilson
   Wendell Lorang & Sherry Gold
Goldie
   Stephen Gravitt
Regina Grego
   Arianna & Gordon Hirschman
Gremlin & Majmun
   Elizabeth McLaren
Abby Hanna
   Dr. Tana Fagan
   Susan Hacker
   Lawrence Schillinger
   Dr. Lisa Thorn
   Barbara Webb
Don Hebert & Fred Larison
   Andrew Hanerfeld
   Richard Moredock
   Martin Nash
   Stan Newman &  
  Brian Rosenthal
   Debra Williams
Henry and his human
   Lori Petronella
John Kawola
   Gail Samuelson & Linda  
  Gottstein
Kole
   Kevin & Larissa Fremont
Toby Lecuyer
   Tina Lecuyer
Lisa’s Bridal Shower Guests
   Joseph & Alice DiStefano

MHHS Staff
   Anonymous
Miss Kitty Sloan
   Paul & Phyllis Cooney
Molly and all the precious 
ones MHHS helps
   Mary Moore
Dr. & Mrs. Joel Moses
   Isabel Rachlin
Delaney Munyan
   Carol Clas
   Thomas Clas
Mr. & Mrs. Needham
   Christa Doyle
Friggie Newton
   Linda Lamouree
Beverly Olander
   Mary Walczyk
Oliver
   Shannon Murphy
   Michele Tierney
Jonathan Peace
   Ruth Varley
Stephanie Perry
   Diane Salvi
Lori Petronella
   Christine Urbano
Pogoda-Batto Wedding 
Guests
   Angela Pogoda

Precious (Fat Cat)
   Ralph Bulson
Maryellen Rafferty
   Jill Rafferty Weinisch
Lynda Rizzutto
   Auto/Mate Dealership Systems
Rocco & Charlie
   Ashleigh Martel
Sister Catherine Schuyler
   Sisters Maria Cokely &  
  Rita Shawn
Diana Steenburg
   Amanda Boisvert
United States Military
   Lisa, Bear & Fionnbharr Rice
Karen Van Schaack
   Richard & Barbara Pratt
Joanne Wagner
   Ann Brumley
Mary Walczyk
   Tracey & John Pause
A. Weber & N. J. Vinci
   Nancy Stock
Wedding Guests
   Tara & Carmen Wallace
Lisa Welsh
   Diane & John Grego
Kelsey Wickham
   Catherine Campigno

Due to space constraints, future 
newsletters will list donors who 
contributed $25 or more.  All tribute 
donors will be listed on our web 
site, mohawkhumane.org.

PLEASE NOTE

Tribute gifts listed here were received 7/16/11 – 11/8/11.   
More recent tributes will appear in future editions. tributes

Responding to 
In late August many upstate communities were devastated by flooding caused by Hurricane Irene.  Some of 
our neighbors are still recovering and will be for some time.  The night of the storm, Society employees staffed 
our shelter in Menands until 1:30 a.m., taking in animals so their families could spend the night in evacuation 
shelters where pets were not allowed.  Many of the animals brought to the shelter were picked up within a 
few days because those evacuees were able to return to their homes, but some animals stayed for weeks while 
their owners recovered and rebuilt.

The Humane Society was also called upon to assist people and animals devastated by flooding in Schoharie County.  When we arrived we 
found a beehive of activity, with personnel from across the state and country gathering to coordinate responders to help people and animals.  
Our team was first sent to the Village of Schoharie.  We were dispatched to a local farm that had been devastated by flooding.  We received 
six cats from the owners, and left food and supplies for the other dogs and cats that were still living with the family and their neighbors.  We 
spent the remainder of the day going between Schoharie and Middleburgh helping people with pets where we could, taking reports of lost 
animals and distributing food and supplies.

When we returned to the Humane Society our response continued.  Animals continued coming to us from 
throughout the affected region from people whose lives had been upended.  At a time when the intake of 
animals typically slows down, we were taking in more animals than ever.

MHHS does not receive any government assistance to respond to disasters.  We depend on the steadfast support 
of our donors to continue helping those affected.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to our efforts!

Irene

thank you!
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Our 7th annual Art Saves Animals on October 6 at the Arts Center in Troy was a great success, with a net income of over $22,000.  

Special thanks go to our Honorary Chair, the Honorable Kathleen M. Jimino, Rensselaer Country Executive; our emcee and 
auctioneer, Jason Gough, WNYT 13 meteorologist; Event Chair Lisa Welsh and planning committee members Sara Ayers, Jeff 
Bulger, Donna Garramone, Greg Haymes, and Jason and Sarah Martinez. We are very grateful to our featured artists -- Joleen 
Button, GG Roberts, Marie Triller and Bonnie White -- for their generosity and beautiful art.  

A big Thank You for your support and generosity to sponsors AccuCare Home Health Services, Communication Services, CSEA, E. 
Stewart Jones Law Firm, East Greenbush Animal Hospital, Exit 9 Wine & Liquor Warehouse, Friends of Washington Park in Troy, 
Fusco Personnel, Jermaine “Port Schulyer” Women, McGlinchey Stafford, Metroland, Mike’s Pest 
Service, Our Towne Rensselaer County, Shampoodle and TD Bank.  In addition, we give a special 
thanks to Arlene’s Artist Materials, Jeff Bulger, Camelot Copy Center, Chris Danker, Dave Glatz, 
Jennifer Haraburda, Chris Kobuskic, Morgan Linens, pianist Ronald V. Musto, Nicole’s Catering & 
Restaurant, Pamela Pociluk, Lillie Ruby and the Arts Center of the Capital Region.

We also cannot forget to thank the volunteers who helped us make the evening a success.

We are deeply grateful to our Honorary Committee and all those who attended the event.  It is 
because of all of you, our sponsors, volunteers and special friends that the event continues to 
be great fun and raises money for the 
animals in our care.  

Art Saves Animals



Party with the Kitties and Pitties
Our fifth annual Feline Fest was July 28 through 31. On Saturday, 
hundreds stopped by to help us celebrate, visit Coccadott’s 
cupcake truck for a gourmet treat or two,  listen to 2 Broads with 
Alotta Sound and find a new feline family member.  In addition, 
we had a cookout, bake sale and rummage sale.  There was face 
painting and other activities for kids, plus vendors like Konyn 
Creations, Photo Creations by Mary Pace, TD Bank and others 
with goodies for pets and people.  The best part:  over 100 cats 
and kittens were adopted and now have wonderful new families!

Not to be outdone, pit bulls took center stage for our second annual Pittie-Palooza October 20 
through 23 to coincide with National Pit Bull Awareness Day.  This year’s theme was “Give Pits a 
Chance” and tie-dye was the order of the day!   The Society’s Save-a-Bull 
group educated the public about these dogs, who make great family 
pets and companions.

A fun-filled community day was held on Saturday, October 22 and 
dozens of pit bulls brought their family members to the shelter to 
enjoy the festivities.  Treat vendors like Hunde Haus were a favorite 
with the canines.  Their family members enjoyed the pet psychic and 
professional photographer and watched the Canine Good Citizen and 
Therapy Dog International testing.  

The best news of all is that 14 pit bulls and pit mixes now have great 
new homes!

Pittie-Palooza

looking for cats at Feline Fest

a Spook-tacular Time

Despite the early snow on October 
27, the 2nd annual Haunted Hound 
Halloween Costume Party at the Lazy 
Dog Cookie Company in Ballston Spa 
was a howling success for all the canines 
and their human companions!  We 
made over $1,700 thanks to all those 
who attended and the creativity and 
dedicated efforts of Lazy Dog’s Amy 
and Keith Augustine.  A special thank 
you to all those who donated to the 
silent auction, the band Special Delivery,  
Heather Bohm-Tallman Photography, 
Shannon-Rose Design, and of course 
our wonderful volunteers and attendees 
who “weathered” the early snow decked 
out in their Halloween finest!

Haunted Hound



At the Humane Society we feel every animal has its own inherent value; 
they are all unique individuals who deserve our love and protection.  
Unfortunately, not everyone agrees with us.  Many people who 
breed dogs for profit see dogs and puppies as nothing more than a 
commodity to be bought and sold.  If they can’t profit from an animal, 
that animal has no value to them.  A little Yorkshire Terrier named Victor 
found himself born into a home with just such a person.

Victor is a beautiful, young, friendly puppy.  Like any puppy his age, he just wants to be loved by everyone he meets.  
Unfortunately, Victor developed a limp in one of his back legs, which meant his breeder couldn’t sell him.  Rather than find 
out what was wrong and have him treated, the woman who bred Victor left him at the Humane Society.

The Humane Society does not have much money available for expensive orthopedic care, but we were not going to 
abandon Victor as his breeder had.  The veterinary staff examined Victor and x-rays were donated by Canterbury Animal 
Hospital so we could determine the extent of the problem with his hip.

Thankfully, the examination determined Victor’s issue was developmental in nature.  Some time in foster care allowed 
Victor the time he needed to simply grow out of his condition.

Victor turned out to be fine because of the time, care and attention of Humane Society staff and volunteers who saw value 
in him as an individual.  Now Victor is a new home where his early life challenges will soon become a distant memory.

A Victory for Victor
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The Goldstein Family Auto Group and the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society teamed up to hold off-site adoption events at all four 
Goldstein Auto dealerships (Goldstein Buick GMC, Goldstein Mitsubishi, Goldstein Subaru and Goldstein Chrysler-Jeep-Dodge-
Ram) on Saturday, October 29.  Despite the surprisingly snowy weather forecast, many friends of animals stopped by and several 
cats and dogs found new forever homes.  Thanks to all those who helped make us and our animals feel so welcome.

The partnership began when MHHS Board member Miguel Berger reached out to the Goldstein family about the need for a vehicle 
for the shelter and the Goldstein Family Auto Group very generously donated a van to the Society.  The Goldstein Family Auto 
Group, Alan Goldstein and his family are shining examples of what businesses can do to help non-profit organizations.  We are very 
grateful for their generosity.

Corporate partner worth "gold"

MHHS executive Director brad Shear,  
Stefanie Goldstein and board President libby Post

MHHS board Member Miguel  
berger with his wife bonnie and  
Alan Goldstein at adoption clinic Adoption clinic


