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The PetSmart stores in Latham and Glenmont serve as home to an 
average of 20 of the Humane Society’s cats and kittens every day.  
These two satellite locations allow us to offer more animals for 
adoption and raise awareness about the Society.  How are we able to 
manage two additional locations?  With a whole lot of help from our 
friends!  There is a group of selfless, dedicated volunteers who care 
for the cats and kittens, staffing the two locations 7 days a week, 365 
days a year (even holidays).  They transport animals from the shelter 
to the PetSmart locations, clean the kennels, feed and interact with 
the cats and kittens, monitor their health and wellbeing, and serve as 
adoption counselors.  They’re there early in the morning to feed and 
clean the kennels, and they’re there at the end of the day to manage 
adoptions and make sure everything is secure for the night.

When the ASPCA’s $100K Save More Lives Challenge was 
announced, the Glenmont volunteers decided they needed to increase 
their adoptions – and they did, moving from 34 adoptions in August, 
September and October 2009 to 58 in the same time period this year.  
That represents a 70% increase.  The PetSmart in Latham maintained 
their high level of adoptions, posting 88 this year versus 82 last year.  
Awesome numbers from both locations.

However, these devoted PetSmart volunteers didn’t stop there.  They 

helped with dog adoption events at both 
stores and were volunteers at many other 
off-site adoption events, making sure the 
community had an opportunity to see 
and adopt our wonderful pets.  We are 
grateful for their hard work and for their 
commitment to the cats and kittens in their 
care.

When the Challenge came down, these volunteers took up the cause 
and made things happen.  “Thank you” does not seem adequate to 
express how we feel about what they do for MHRHS and our animals 
day after day without fail.

Latham PetSmart Volunteers who took up the Challenge:  
Lindsay Adrian, Liz Bell, Cindy Bennett, Michelle Bianchetto, 
Jenny Brimley, Denise Bunday, Francine Campbell, Julie Chappell, 
April Chisom, Kaitlyn Close, Sharon Close, Kiran Correa, Debra 
Costa, Elisa Costa, Amanda Czech, Janna Del Vecchio, Kathleen 
Dougherty, Brittany Ensign, Lorraine Ferguson, Erica Ferri, Kristine 
Fisher, Cate Folan, Amy Fortin, Brittany George, Meagan Green,  
Tara Hanby, Danielle Henault, Courtney Hines, Shawn Hines, Nikki  

PetSmart VolunteerS Set GoalS and 
took the ChallenGe 

Winter 2010

Ruby is a big, doe-eyed, floppy-eared hound dog.  Like most young hounds, she is sweet, active and 
loving.  But as soon as she arrived at the Humane Society, anyone could see that something wasn’t 
right.  She came to us as a stray from Bethlehem.  Like many strays, she was underweight, but that’s 
not what was unusual.  

Ruby could not bend her right rear leg.  

When she sat down, Ruby’s rear leg would point almost straight out, ending up behind her ear.  She 
was examined by our medical director, Dr. Sarah Madaio, who determined that she likely had an old 
injury that was never treated properly and healed at an odd, awkward angle.  No one knew how long 
Ruby had been limping around on three legs with one leg awkwardly dragging behind her.

After sending Ruby out for x-rays, a determination was made that her leg could not be repaired and the decision was made to amputate 
the leg.  Dr. Tara Estra came to the Society to perform the surgery, which was a success.  

After a few weeks of recovery in a volunteer foster home, Ruby was as spunky and active as ever.  She was ready to go on to a new, 
caring home where she will remain safe and healthy, thanks to the work of our Humane Society veterinary team.

ruby, a real Gem

(continued on page 7)
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from the direCtor
The work the Humane Society does is full of challenges and 
victories every day, and the last few months are no exception.  As 
many of you know, we have been one of the top contestants in the 
ASPCA’s $100K Save More Lives Challenge.  Staying near the 
top of the list of contestants has resulted from a tremendous effort 
by everyone in the organization.  Staff, volunteers, community 
members and corporate supporters have all pitched in to help.  
At the same time, the Society has faced the daily difficulty of 
increasing animals entering the shelter during the worst economy 
in decades.

In addition to the strays and animals surrendered by their owners 
that we receive every day, this summer the Society served as a 

sanctuary for a seemingly endless stream of cats from hoarding cases.  These animals 
would come in by the dozens -- usually sick, afraid and in need of extensive veterinary 
care.  As soon as one group found homes, it seemed another was on its way here.  We 
went months without an empty kennel, staying just one step ahead of the constant influx 
of animals.

In spite of the odds against us, our community stepped up to help homeless animals.  We 
launched the busiest time of year with our fourth annual Feline Fest, and people came 
to adopt and support the Society’s animals.  From that time on, we held adoption days 
throughout the region almost every weekend.  Some weekends we had five different off-
site events with animals for adoption.  We continue to do whatever we can, wherever we 
can, to promote finding new homes for animals that have been cast off and forgotten.

All of the adoption promotions we held involved dropping the price of adoption by half 
and often making adoption completely free.  These promotions increased adoptions, but 
they did not decrease the cost of caring for the animals being adopted.  We went without 
much of our adoption fee income for months in order to save animals’ lives.  Those 
promotions put the Society into a difficult financial situation, trying to find savings and 
donations wherever we could -- but the resulting lives saved were more than worth the 
effort.

In addition to all of the work we’ve been doing to find animals new homes, at the same 
time we have expanded programs that prevent animals from becoming homeless.   We 
have expanded our spay/neuter program for the pets of low-income people and have been 
assisting feral cat caretakers by spaying and neutering feral cats in their colonies.  We 
have also created relationships with several food pantries in the area.  Our volunteers 
deliver free pet food to them so people in need of a little extra help during these tough 
times can feed their pets as well as themselves.

Throughout these difficult economic times, the Humane Society has continued to grow 
our efforts to help homeless animals, but we also need help to continue the life-saving 
innovations we started this summer.  It is only because of supporters like you that any of 
these programs exist.  We do not receive funding from government agencies or national 
organizations to keep our most essential programs alive.  It is private individuals who 
make each saved life possible.  Thank you to everyone who came through for us and 
supported our efforts all year to keep animals off the streets and into new, loving homes.

Executive Director
 Brad Shear and
 Bastian, his cat

4th annual  

around the World  
for 80 Strays Gala

Saturday, April 16, 2011 • 7pm

Wolferts roost Country Club



In MeMory of... 
Adam
   Betty Jean Schnurr
Aggie & Bailey
   Wendy & Peter Carey
Agnes & George
   Maureen Smith
Angela Agostino
   Stephanie Silvernail
Alanna
   Paul & Grace Forte
Timothy, Margaret & John Albert
   Pam Holcomb
Ally-monster
   Jessica & Christopher Hall
Aria
   Jo-Ann Vidulich
Bailey
   Pat Joyce
Bailey
   Cathy, Tom & Maria Valentini
francis Balfe
   Thomas Brockley
   John & Diane Capron
   Cynthia Endres
   Barbara & Douglas Gallager
   Patricia Grovenger
   Theo Hargrave
   National Grid Albany Line Dept.
   NYS Dept. of Taxation & Finance -  
 Production & Migration Support  
    Units
   Office of the Medicaid Inspector  
 General
   Lu Ann Pink
   Karen Primero
   Geraldine Russo
   Elaine & Walter Spoor
   John Sturn
   George & Evelyn Taylor
   Beulah Tuckett
Matt Baranski
   Anonymous
   Mark D’Attilio
   Robert Lewis, Sr.
   Cliff & Emily White
William Barney
   Tenley Klouse
   William Pelcher
Barnum
   Barbara McNamee
John Bartell
   Anonymous
Pauline Bartlett
   Collopy & Wright Families
   Betty Rafaelle, Rose Marie Bowers &  
  Diane Monteverde
Kyle Batchelor
   Anonymous
   Christine DiCerce
   Theresa DiCerce
   John Fraser
   Victoria Knox
   Denise Lembo
   Jennifer Libutti
   Amy Lochner
   Tina Mancuso
   Darlene Prusecki
   Carol Young
Corrinne Bathrick
   Robert Bathrick
   Nancie Belser
   Ruth Bickel
   Jeannine & Ron Dibb
   Rowland & Joyce Evans
   Diane Fenton
   Robert Hertz, MD
   Larry & Dorothy Humm
   James Warner Family
   Valerie & Thom Morris
   Selyf Roberts
   Sharon Sample
   Norma Shelly

Corrinne Bathrick (cont.)
   James & Mariah Thomas
   Patricia & Patrick Varley
   Verizon Friends
   Charlotte White
Bell
   Marjorie McBride
Barbara Bender
   Joyce & Richard Bender
Benji & Alex
   Helene Kruse
robert Berard
   Tammy Rocque
Tigger Bergman
   Sandi Zarch
Michael Betor, Sr.
   Velma Armstrong
   Uncle Bob, Bobby, Billy, Alice & Willy  
 Boughton
   Michael, Anthony & Daniel Ciarfello
   Evelyn Davis
   Jon Ernst
   Robert Flagler
   Pat & Charlie Golding
   Janet Guilzon
   Patricia Hartl & Darrell Winner
   Robert & Deborah McCrum
   Len & Eva Mokhiber
   Kenneth & Sally Oliver
   Nancy & Robert Relyea
   Erika Somers
   Carlton & Linda Wilkinson
Samantha Bianco
   Gretchen LaFleur
Big Poppa
   Barbara McNamee
Anna Blisko
   Marsha Schneider
Blue eyes
   Bob, Pat, Amy & Daniel Hunziker
Bob
   Richard Killough
Boots & Bonkers
   Gloria Goodrich
Henry Boyd
   Dean Gates
emma Brenenstuhl
   Michele Reynolds
Claire Broderick
   Anderson Family
   Carol & Wally DiStefano
   Anthony & Joan Mastrianni
   Donald & Joan Moore
   James & Debra Murley
   Anne & Craig Nasholds
   Lynn & Bill Pauquette
   Luanne & Bob Peck
   Peter Spitalny
Beryl Brooker
   Francis & Reda Duffy
   Joseph & Eleanor Falasco
   Bob & Lee Frederick
   Nancy Purrott
   Donald Purstell
   Marianne Scymanky-Bardin
   Erin Waterson
Buddy
   Theresa Casal
Gerald Buell
   Katherine Gilligan
Cali
   Tim Wilson
Anna Callendar
   Mary Savage
Marie Camara
   Linda Harrison
Cammi
   David & Linda Cairns
Aurelio Caranfa
   Phyllis Barnum
   Thomas Berkery
   Evelyn Coates
   Eileen Maikels
   Michael & Linda Ann McDonald

Aurelio Caranfa (cont.)
   Shannon Snyder & Helga Wilson
   Margaret Young
Missy Carmody
   Nicole Jelonek
edith Casey
   Mary Casey & Family
   HESC
   Alexis Murphy
   Sue & Bob Murphy
   Michael Ricard
Lia Catalano-elk
   Roy Elk
Dolores Cesario
   Phyllis Hier
Chance
   Ann Marie Connair
Phil Chase
   Barbara Chase
Michael Chaskey
   Susan Ferrara
Chip
   Toni Altieri
Cindy Cirillo
   Kim Gruenewald
Clyde & Siblings
   Carol Bombard
Joan Coyne
   Keith Roland
John Cross
   Patricia Cross
Linda Crowley
   John Burns
Virginia Croyle
   Patricia Bergami
   Harold & Mary McEwan
Viola “Vicky” Culnan
   Linda & Vince Ardire
   Kathleen Bellizzi
   Kenneth Cohen
   Emily Dinko
   Kevin Kuzow
William Michael Currie
   Linda Rodriguez
elinor Daignauer
   Linda Plowman
Dakota
   Anonymous
Carole Darling
   Susan Ahearn-Just
   Cheryl & Al Amburg and James   
  Stirzaker
   Julie Carpenter
   Gary Charlton
   Marie Copeland
   James Darling
   Ronald Dennis
   Katy & Pete Diedrich
   Tom & Marilyn Henry
   J & A Bayly Construction Co.
   Anna McClelland
   Regina Merola
   Victoria Nellis
   Diane & Terry Perkins
   Robert Perkins
   John & Marie Stasiak
   Rita Taylor
   Dr. Laura Tenney
rosemary Day 
   Mickey Williams
William Defilippis
   Susan Bishop
   Eric Cruz
   Eugene DelVecchio
   Andrea Dockrell
   Elizabeth Duff
   Judy Fuschino, MD
   Sissy & Mel Horowitz
   Sylvia & Joseph Rooney
   Bonnie Stevens & Michael Lis
   Darlene Susko
   Town of Brunswick Office &  
       Administrative Staff
   WAYS - Eagle Mills Senior Citizens

William Defilippis (cont.)
   Jeff & Dale Williams
Dexter
   George & Marilyn Clark
Jean Diffenback
   Dawn Giles
Cash Dillon
   Emilie Castiglione, James Kohn,  
      Alex & Gizmo
Zoe Douglas
   Terry Powers
Bernice Drozd
   William Drozd
   Penny Winston
Sir Tiger Duffy
   Ileen & Daniel Duffy
Alice Dworak
   Laura Bruno
eddie Dworkin
   Carol DeCandia
   Angela Henault
echo
   Susan Leonard
Genevieve econome
   Mary Bruce
   Annette Guido
   Theresa Jubic-Straub
   Alan Kempf
   Diane & Bob Lustenader
   Irene & Linda Rohe
   John & Carol Rohe
   Teresa Sheldon
   Paul Snay
   Tyler Technologies, Inc.
   Mary Van Wie
eddie, oreo & all the others
   Kristen Giroux
Beatrice elaine
   James Cranston
elliot
   Richard Killough
Loraine elliot
   Jeannie & Mel Levy
Arlene ellis
   Ed Ellis
emma
   Aine Leader-Nagy
emma
   Jeanne Ruid
Grace escalante
   NYS Dept. of Labor, Division of 
       Research & Statistics
Harriet faas
  Carol Reichel
   Michele & Jim Strawbridge
   Tom & Nancy Traegler
Bob farron
   John & Jean O’Brien
Christopher fiess
   Becky & Paul Kasselman
Scott fitlin
   Richard Sofinowski
fitts
   Pat Smith
filene flowers Scott
   John Emery
   George & Patricia Rapoli
Alice fontaine
   Mary Savage
Penny forbes
   Doris & Jim Davis
   Stokes Family
franklin
   Mary Clark
Douglas freer
   Shirley Freer
Mary frommer
   Sue & Harold Van Buren
Margaret Gagliardi
   Sandra Baker
   Frances Sammler
   Cathy Wilkie
Josephine Gilligan
   Lillian Aiken

Josephine Gilligan (cont.)
   William & Janis Fox
   Joan & Harvey Friedman
   Virginia Gregory
   Mentholatum Company
   Michael Newman
   Shamrock Boys
   Joan Shevlin
   Wynantskill Seniors
Ginger
   Claudia Nedelsky
Ginger
   Linda Taylor
Dorothea Godfrey
   Florence Brothers
   Dechants, Fuglein & Johnson
   Hugh & Donna-Gene Francis
   Ruth Varley
   Kathleen Ziobrowski
Gino Goldfarb
   Alyson Goldfarb
   Marilyn & Richard Strassberg
Scott Gordon
   Jacqueline Rogers
Gracie
   Kathleen Betjemann & Laura Leschik
Chester “Bill” Griffith
   April Austin
   Frances Brooks
   James Brooks
   Carol Capozucco
   Kevin & Anne Gay Domanico
   Marlene Dorval
   Mary Griffith
   Carolyn & Erik Hansen
   Emily O’Grady
   Marlene Paccico
   Thomas & Barbara Rider
   Julie & Tim Ruhren
   Camilla Wyckoff
Lorraine Guerrera
   Nancyjane Batten
   Patrick Hackenberg
   Jean Kennedy
   Helen Tatarek
Priscilla Gullo
   JoAnn Gullo
Hanna
   Kathleen Towne-Lutz
Hansel
   Stephanie Weiss
Marguerite Harrison
   Michael Broscko & Michele Boivin
Gertrude Hayner
   Joanne Malpass
   Helen Veiga
Sadie Heenehan
   Patricia McSparron
Donald Heisler
   Hobart Heisler
Henry
   Anonymous
Charles Herman
   Beverly Herman
Honcomunca
   Richard Killough
Zella Hopkins
   Beth Kaplan & Family
Paul Houck
   Honora Hatfield
Houston
   Patricia Smith
Isabelle
   Jean & Paul Finnegan
Jonah
   S. Ann DeLorimiere
Barbara Joslin
   Susan Joslin
Alexander Kasparian
   Kasparian Family
Kelsey
   Sue & Harold Van Buren
Kiko
   Neil & Amy Cherkosly
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King
   Larry Kavanaugh
Kirby
   Ellen Simkulet
elie Krawiecki
   Frank & Kathy Gioeli
Tai-Boy Krokenberger
   Jean Krokenberger
Walter Lape
   Raelene Noll
Lovey Leibowitz
   Gretchen LaFleur
Leo
   Judith Farrell
Margaret “Peg” Lilly-
Bowman
   Laurie Albigese
   Duane Bowman
   Janet Bowman
   JoAnne Brady
   Leonard & Susan Crellin
   Charlene Hartman
   Linda Lange
   Linda Maxwell & Mandy  
      Koennecke
   Eleanore Wdowiak
Little Grey
   Kristy Bylo
Louie
   Bryce & Michele Rodin
Joseph Lue, Sr.
   Capasso & Massaroni LLP
   Joyce Connelly
   Paula Harting
   Jan & Jim Kurposka
   Naomi Lewis
   Janet Riker & Michael Marston
   Arthur Sgroi
Luke
   Susan Weber & Mark Bertozzi
Brandon MacDormand
   Patty & Ruth’s Friends at NERIC
Catherine Malatesta
   Anonymous
   April Austin
   John Hoerst
   Robert Maddux
   Linda Milligan
   Rosalie Novak
Mandy
   Lynda Cameron
Claire & Harry Margolis
   Anonymous
Mary Lou Maschio
   Jane Brantigan
Max & Brutus
   Justin Abbott
Tracy Mazurek
   Carol Mazurek
Kylie & rusty McAllister
   Stephanie & Tom Tompkins
ricky McGorman
   Colleen Gorman & Sharron    
      McOmber
elsie McKee
   KAPL HPC Friends
Merlin
   Mary Grace VonCalio
Agador Meyer
   Dale Moore
Barbara J. Michalski
   Elsie Quaglia
Missy
   Mabel Monagle
Missy
   Barbara Warrick
Mitzy
   Jean & Paul Finnegan
Mollie & Klondike
   Joseph Vacca
Philip Morgan
   Phyllis H. Morgan
Sylvia Moser
   Abram Lansing Sunshine Club

Sylvia Moser (cont.)
   June & Frank Beyer
   Grimm of Troy
   Susan Herring
   Wendy Hussey Trance
Mr. Tibbs
   Abby Bienkowski
elwood Murrell
   Linda Murrell
   Carl Schultz
   Roberta Stansfield
   Voorheesville Rod & Gun Club
neal Pets
   Diane & Bob Freer
neeko
   Martha & Jeff Hubbard
Mitchell neiman
   Fran & Ira Weiss and Family
Sadie novak-Wojcicki
   Jeanne Wilson
nugget & ebony
   Meegan Fitzpatrick
Daniel o’Sullivan
   Clelia Iaia
   New York State Treasury
   Terry Scott
   Patricia Sears
opa & Schatzie
   Anna Bundy
opal
   Mary Johnson
oreo the Pretty Kitty
   Joyce Cloutier & Larry Steinhart
oreo
   Patricia Bullock
oreo
   Cathy & Dick Svenson
oreo
   Luanne McCarthy
Philomena ostwald
   Joyce Beckley
Anna & Joseph Paolucci
   Patricia Paolucci
Joseph Paolucci, Sr.
   Assumption College
   Mary Bearder, Sue & Dan Evans  
      and Audrey Evans
   Dennis Braun
   Theresa Coolberth
   DWG Inc. Consulting Engineers
   Dawn Evans
   Leonard & Barbara Johnson
   Michael & Phyllis Ricci
   Brenda Rossman
Louis Pasquini
   John Granich
   Marie Huffman
   John & Loretta Murray
   Joe & Loraine O’Brien
Marie Payton
   Marie & Tony Lobo
   Beulah Tuckett
Mary Pelton
   APD South Station
   Erin Bell & Michael Rowe
   Iris Broyde
   Thomas Burke
   Catherine Cavanaugh
   Joan Connolly
   Colleen Cowett
   Ann Cross
   Susan Denninger
   Barbara Fredericks
   Maria Holden
   Louise Anne McNutt
   New York State Archives Friends
   Dennis & Karen O’Brien
   Helen, Mark, Rachel & Hannah  
      Smith
   David Strogatz
   Christine Ward
   Anna & Steve Zendell
Pepper & Ginger
   Margaret Donnelly

Pepper
   Paul Ladouceur
Johanna Pettit
   Don & Betty Arnold
   Margaret Atkinson
   CSEA Local 1000
   Ann DiStefano & Peter Pettit
   Linda & Robert Engel
   Robert Engel
   Marion Peters
   Paul & Honora Poirier
   Gabriella Rehm
   Margaret Ryan
   Mary Sullivan
robert Preusser, Sr.
   Mary Walczyk
Pug 2
   Patricia O’Grady
Punky
   Steven & Marianne Pellon
Quincy
   Joseph & Carol Pennisi
Shirley rarick
   Mary Pat Chamberlain
   Dave & Cheryl Cootware
   Kenneth Duell
   Greenville Family Health Care
   Gabrielle & James Hunter
   Earl & Chris Miller
   Office of Consumer Services  
      Friends
   O’Mara Family
   Ellen Serafino
   Margery Smith, MD
   Janine & Barry Udell
Charles ravita
   Lorraine Emerick
   Ellen Marinello
   Tom & Nancy Traegler
Marion reamer
   George & Joan Buhrmaster
   Carol A. Carr
   Bernard & Barbara Dussault
   Bonnie Fiato
   Grennon Project Services LLC
   Catherine Merchant
   Gloria Nadeau
   Anne Marie Perkins
   George & Ada Shortsleeve
   Upstate New York Early Ford V-8  
      Club
Sara relyea
   Monica Howlan
rex & Brandy
   Christine Linn
rex
   Bryce & Michele Rodin
Jane riano
   Melinda Taylor
erika riebel-Trauring
   Gordon & Beverly Emerick
Holly rivet
   Marcia Leatso
Clyde romano
   Karen Wajda
Catherine romanski
   James Romanski
rosie
   Dr. Lynda Hohmann
Blanche rotelli
   Jhane Marello
robert rotundo
   Bessie Argiris, Raymond Vadney &  
      Rosemary Vadney
ruffy
   Sisters Maria Cokely & Rita Shawn
Sadie
   Cindy & Bill Young
Sadie
   Carrie Osborn
Sammie
   Joseph Arakelian
Sammie
   Patricia Smith

Sammie
   Cathy Chazen Stone
Sara
   Caroline Felock
elizabeth Saucy
   Deidre DeMarco
Irwin Scheer
   Jonathan & Lois Pasternack
Schuyler
   Patricia Cumiskey
Scooby
   Mary Muraski
Shadow
   Nancy Strazzeri
Christopher Shaffer
   Susan, Ronald & Elizabeth Backer
   Jeffrey Barnet
   Judy, Jerry & Michael Berger
   Gytelle Bloom
   Joel, Ted & Laura Blumenthal and  
      Dayle Zatlin
   John Brosnan
   Paul Browne
   J. Martin & Barbara Carovano
   Theresa & James Cary
   Jennifer Casabonne
   Louis Catone
   Joanne Cholakis
   Robert & Eileen Davis
   Christine Doyle
   Dwyer Family
   Jennafer Engelstein
   Neil, Michele, Gabrielle & Clark Foley
   Patti & Dennis Frank
   Geissler Theoretical Research Group
   Get a Grip Women’s Tennis Team
   Gretchen Geurtze
   Matt Goedeke
   Suzanne Green
   Norma Greenberg
   Jeff & Gwen Grossman
   David Harvey
   Marc & Carla Humbert
   Jane Kadish
   Kasparian Family
   Hilary Knox
   Margarita Mayo
   Charles Mayron
   Christine & James McKnight
   Joseph Mianowany
   Terry Moskowitz
   Eric & Judy Mower
   Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of  
      Government Staff
   Parks & Trails New York
   Barri Pivar
   Dan & Lisa Plummer
   Gene Primomo
   Blanche Retta
   George, Joyce & Risa Sarachan
   Zachary Schwartz
   Elias Selinger
   Robert Shaffer
   Sokoler Family
   Frank Soong
   Robin Storey
   David Strogatz
   Cathy & Dick Svenson
   Jeffrey Swain & Nancy Anderson
   Trevor Tarpley
   Janet Thayer
   Judy & Howard Tocker
   Jeff & Carol Tymann
   Dan & Susan Walsh
   Andrew & Lynn Warheit
   Judith Watson
   Ethel Weimer
   David Wright & Anne Rody-Wright
Calise Shoomaker
   Robert & Sheila McNally & Family
Joan Skaarup
   Rose Strack
   Judith Vallee

John Skinkle
   Geraldine & Emilios Kyriakides
Glenda Spaulding
   DeJoie Family
   Patricia Driscoll
   William King
Ssajh
   Harriette, Sy, Jen, Aaron & Seth  
      Bandremer
Paul Stapleton
   Norma & Paul Forkeutis
   William Scully
Barbara Stevens
   Patricia Smith
Delores Stone
   Jhane Marello
   Barbara McNamee
Suzanne’s father & Ava’s 
Grandfather
   Janice Erdman
William Taft
   Aunt Sandra & Uncle Jim
   Jamie & Mary Bergeron
   Capital District YMCA
   Jeanne & Mark Cavanaugh
   Charles & Ann Dix
   Donna Doin-Ogden
   Timothy Dolan
   Eleanor Doody
   Maureen & Art LaBrecque
   Joanne Malpass
   Kurt & Marie Maschewski
   John McGuire
   Kathleen Ostapeck
Teufel
   Jennifer Finucan
Chris Thorn & Smokey
   Pat & Steph Mulligan
Karen Tomlinson
   Dianne Ammerman
   Jeannette Hall
Doris Tremblay
   Kathryn Bohacek
   Stanley & June Hmielenski
   Anita Ropitzky
Leonard Vandroff
   Eleanor Rubin
Linwood Wardwell
   Virginia Crotty
Helen Wasielewski
   Leland Brock & Nancy Bartolucci  
      Brock
   Patricia Morford, Ellen Vohanoutka  
      & Jerry Bartolucci
   Jane & Art Overocker
George Waylett
   Jan & Jim Kurposka
Lorraine Weiler
   Susana & Michael Hoffman
   Joyce Weiler
robin Wheeler
   Colleen Corsi
   Patricia Peck
   Jayne Steubing
Michael Williams
   Debra Flagler
Angel Woods
   Sally Woods
rose Zaccardo
   Richard Zaccardo



In Honor of...
Sharon Ansell
   Barbara McNamee
Bloomingrove Veterinary 
Hospital
   Barbara McNamee
Lori & David Bonner
   Vioetta Derosa
Bowser
   Tracey & John Pause
Steve Caporizzo
   Isabelle Simpson
Debbie Colaneri
   Nicholas Colaneri
Patricia Cumiskey
   Paula Lattanzio
Daisy
   Denise Ellison
Justine Dalton
   Lorraine Mara

ruth Drescher
   Mary Walczyk
Allegra edelman & Peter 
Sinclair
   Edward Kennedy
Chris & Kate engler-neafsey 
   Jing Hu
   Christopher Valenti
fala
   Angelina Berti
Dexter forrest
   Gloria Coppola
George Wedding
   Katie Jarosz
Martha Grossi
   M. E. Bussey
   Margaret & Hank Czerwinski
   Mary-Ellen Raup
Pooh & Miracle Hayes
   Helen Hayes
Toby Lecuyer
   Tina Lecuyer

ethel & Gary Miller
   Frank & Barbara Traver
Beverly olander
   Mary Walczyk
Panddey
   Barbara Vivier
Petra reichmann-Clary
   Matthew Clary
Joan & Bob rogers
   Patricia Fitzgerald
John romanowski
   NYS OFT Technical Support
Miriam rosenberg
   Marcia Ascher
   Arye Barkai
   Julie Blatt
   Mark Epstein & Mara Gross-Epstein
   Judi & Daniel Flax
   Shachar Gonen
   Dr. Robert Graber
   Pamela Gross & Raymond Glover
   Sylvia Gross
   Peter Horvath

Miriam rosenberg (cont.)
   Dora & Solomon Polachek
   Marjorie Powers
   Margie Rosenberg
   Cecile Schrader
   Alice Serber
   Sherry Shapiro & Abraham Sofer
   Robert & Marilyn Sofer
   Amy Svirsky Abolafia
   Irene Symons
   Diana Wan
   Fran & Ira Weiss and Family
   Marie Werner
   Gail Rita Wiener Troy
ryan/Miller Wedding
   Stacey Miller
Samson
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Versace
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rainbow & Shadow Winig
   Agnes Hurley

mohaWk & hudSon riVer humane SoCiety tributeS
Tribute gifts listed here were received 7/10/10 – 10/31/10.  More recent tributes will appear in future editions.

They came…they wore costumes…they had a howling good time at the Lazy Dog Cookie Company in Ballston Spa on Thursday, October 
28.  Many thanks to Keith and Amy Augustine for hosting the first Haunted Hound Halloween Costume Party and for helping us raise nearly 
$1,100 for our animals.

Ghoulishly good food for people was donated by Fifty South, while the Lazy Dog folks provided ghostly treats for the canine companions.  
Thanks to “Howlin’ at the Moon” for the music, and a special thanks to Marino Digital Printing, Shannon Rose and Heather Bohm-Tallman 
Photography for setting up her photo booth and donating proceeds from photo sales to the Humane Society.

haunted hound halloWeen CoStume 
Party a hoWl-inG SuCCeSS!



August 1st arrived and we were off to find as many new homes for 
animals as we could in the three months of the ASPCA’s $100K 
Challenge to “Save More Lives.”  A new lost-and-found page was 
added to our website to help reunite missing families with their pets.  
Volunteers working with feral cat communities learned about our free 
TNR (trap-neuter-release) program to help control the kitten population 
as the hot summer got underway.  Feline Fest and “Free Over 3” 
promotions were launched.

The law firm of Martin Harding & Mazzotti, 
their advertising agency and WTEN produced 
and distributed a 30-second public service 
announcement about the Challenge.  MHM 
partner Paul Harding visited several area Clear 
Channel radio stations to talk about hosting an 
adoption clinic and urged other businesses to do 
the same. Word quickly spread, urging people to 

“help twice by adopting once.”

We were on our way to taking “Got Pets?” to the streets.  The Capital 
Region responded in a huge way!  Before long, our lobby was full of 
people looking to adopt and the phones were ringing with offers for 
off-site adoption clinics.  Some offers were from old friends, while 
many others were new friends in the making.  

“Got Pets?” signs popped up all over the area.  Our vans were primed 
and ready to roll; so, too, were our volunteers and all our great animals.  
We criss-crossed the area – east to west and north to south – visiting 
farmers markets, church bazaars, baseball games, banks, animal 
hospitals, law firms, college campuses, arts venues and more.

Feline Fest and Cat-lumbus Day weekend events 
brought more people to the shelter in Menands, but 
we didn’t stop there.  Out volunteers took animals 
to the Menands Farmers Market and the Colonie 
Farmers Market at The Crossings – twice!  We 
joined Steve Caporizzo at The Animal Hospital’s 
adoption event; were at the Altamont Fair every 

day with animals looking 
for homes; enjoyed apple-
picking and pumpkin seasons 
at Indian Ladder Farms; 
spent two super Saturdays 
at Tech Valley Homes in 
Loudonville, a wonderful 
fall Saturday adoption event 
hosted by the Guilderland 
Animal Hospital and a 

busy adoption 
Sunday at Price 
Chopper on 
Central Avenue; 
attended 
the Living 
Resources’ 
Traumatic 
Brain Injury 
Day at 

Tawasentha Park; enjoyed a sunny 
Friday at TD Bank in Latham, where 
thousands of cars saw our “Got Pets?” 
signs and adoption clinic; participated 
in the annual New Jerusalem Church 
Block Party in downtown Albany and 
an adoption clinic at the Sidney Albert 
Jewish Community Center; joined in 
Albany’s First Friday celebration at the 
Broadway Arts Center; and, of course, 
were thrilled to have a mid-September 
adoption clinic at Martin, Harding & 
Mazzotti.

mhrhS aCCePted the ChallenGe and 
took it to the StreetS 

The Animal Hospital
Tech Valley Homes

TD Bank on Route 9, 
Latham

First Friday at the 
Broadway Arts Center

JCC Event in Albany

JCC Event in Albany

Guilderland 
Animal 
Hospital

Feline Fest, Roller 
Derby Gals

Feline 
Fest, Face 
Painting

New Jerusalem Community Block Party

Brad Shear and 
Paul Harding tape 
the PSA

East Greenbush Price
Chopper

Adoption Clinic at 
Colonie Farmers 
Market

New Buddies at Martin 
Harding & Mazzotti

YNN at Martin Harding & Mazzotti



Johnson, Jason Kokkinos, Betsy Kriger, Elena Krikun, Nicole Lewis, Briana Link, Caroline Lynch, Courtney 
Mack, Jhane Marello, Barbara McNamee, Louise Moore, Samantha Morris, Mike Norman, Barb Pelligrini, Cindi 
Pellegrino, Eric Platt, Kiana Pollacek, Shawna Sacher, Maeghan Sacklow, Kateryna Silvestro, Amanda Sinrod, 
Bethany Slater, Sue Smith, Rachel Ward and Carmen Warner

Glenmont  PetSmart Volunteers who set a major goal and exceeded it:  Shonnell 
Anderson, Anne Bailey, Sandra Bruns, Jenny Catalano, Alissa Caton, Luke Caton, 
Leslie Chaplin, Mary Anne Chiariello, Angela Cipollo, Jennifer Cole, Ellen Collins, 

Amanda Czech, Dawn Drogo, Eileen Germain, Rachel Gerrol, Calla Jacobs, Hemwatie Jaipershad, Christine 
Jorge, Susan Joslin, Shannon Kerr, Andrea Lain, Mary Lamb, Kris Lanchantin, Alex Lanchantin, Catherine 
Matt, Ann McPherson, Jennifer O’Connor, Sherri Salvione, Kathy Schroder, Michele Shevlin, Emma 
Stouffer, Paula Trexler, Leslie Triner, Carol Turner, Suzanne Winkler, Courtney Wolfner and Lynn Wolfner

PetSmart VolunteerS Set GoalS and 
took the ChallenGe (continued from page 1) 

“Bark in the Park” in early August at 
Joe Bruno Stadium showcased some 
of our dogs to over 3,000 people and 
we saw the Tri-City Valley Cats 
baseball team move a game closer to 
their championship year.  That was 
just the start of our Rensselaer County 
travels.  We took part in Sage Fest on 
the Russell Sage College campus in 
Troy and the 3rd annual Pet Festival 
at the Schaghticoke Fairgrounds, 
and held adoption clinics at LaCorte 
Companies in Lansingburgh, 
Advantage Subaru and Price 
Chopper in East Greenbush, and the 
Buy Local Bash and Troy Night Out 
in downtown Troy.

We also spent time in Schenectady 
County at the APF’s Fireplug 500 
Walk and at the Niskayuna Price 
Chopper’s Pet Event, where we held 
a low-cost rabies vaccine clinic and 
adopted out several cats and kittens.

The north country beckoned and we 
responded by spending Cat-lumbus 
Day weekend at the Schuyler Farm 
Corn Maze, where hundreds of 
families participated in our adoption 
clinics and several cats, dogs and 
kittens found new homes.  Freedom 
One Funding in Clifton Park held 
an adoption event and Abele Town 
Park in Halfmoon was the site of the 
“Finally Found” adoption clinic and 
blessing of the animals.  We finished 
our northern travels in Ballston Spa on 
October 28th at the Haunted Hound 
Halloween Costume Party hosted by 
The Lazy Dog Cookie Company.

Thousands of people attended these 
adoption events, which were hosted 
by dozens of area organizations and 
businesses.  Hundreds of homeless 
animals found new forever homes 

because the community responded to the 
“Save More Lives” challenge and our 
question and plea – “Got Pets?”

In addition to the dedicated staff at the 
shelter, hundreds of volunteers gave of 
their time on nights and weekends, Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays to help “Save More 
Lives.”  We are humbled by their enthusiasm 
and are grateful to Dianne Ammerman, 
Shonnell Anderson, Sharon Ansell, LuAnn 
Antrim, Corey Arnott, Rachel Baum, Cindy 
Bennett, Heidi Bernhardt, Ryan Bernhardt, 
Brad Blauhut, Diana Britton, Jim Catlin, 
Julie Chappell, Amanda Czech, Jennifer 

Cole, Mark Cotch, Rachel Cotch, Kathy Couser, Katy Dorsheimer, 
Tracy Dufault, Beth DuPont, Cherrie Edwards, Andy Edwards, Donna 
Farber, Adam Figarsky, Alison Floyd, Caroline Flynn, Amy Fortin, 
Eileen Germain, Brittany George, Rachel Gerrol, Laurie Gibbons, 
Justine Gummer, Tara Hanby, Nicole Harmon, Nikki Johnson, Susan 
Joslin, Mary Lamb, Gail Landrigan, Frank Litty, Michele Litty, 
Caroline Lynch, Lindsay Malachowski, Jhane Marello, Barbara 
McNamee, Ann McPherson, Andrea Miele, Samantha Morris, Pat 
Miller, Kathleen Moon, Louise Moore, Dianne Patterson, Scout Proulx, 
Margaret Radley, Janice Ronner, Matt Rossman, Kateryna Silvestro, 
Jackie Siudy, Susan Southerland, Maureen Taft, Paula Trexler, Brittany 
Webb, Grace Wiley, Audrey Williams, Lynn Wolfner, Courtney 
Wolfner, Jennifer Wright, Stacey Wright, Greta Yakel, Cody Young 
and Chris Zangara.

Thanks to all who helped us “take it to the streets.”  No matter the 
outcome of the Challenge, we won, the animals who have new forever 
homes won and the Capital Region won by supporting our efforts to 
“Save More Lives” and increase awareness about the animals at the 
Mohawk & Hudson River Humane Society and about the plight of all 
the stray, abandoned and homeless animals who just need a chance to 
join a loving family.

Schuyler Farm 
Corn Maze 
adoption

Freedom One Funding

Bark in the Park Steve 
Caporizzo & Crystal

Cat Adoption at Advantage 
Subaru

Price Chopper East 
Greenbush

Buy Local Bash, Petey draws 
a crowd

Price Chopper Niskayuna Pet Day



The night was warm and humid, heavy with anticipation.  The sixth annual Art Saves Animals art auction set a live and silent auction record 
of nearly $10,000 to benefit the Mohawk & Hudson River Humane Society.  Animal and art lovers from around the region gathered at the Arts 
Center for the Capital Region on River Street in Troy on September 30 to raise funds for the Society.  

A heartfelt “thank you” to Honorary Chairs Greg Haymes and Sara Ayers, founders of Nippertown.
com; to the Event Chair, Donna Garramone, owner of Arlene’s Artist Materials; and all the members 
of the ASA planning committee for making the event such a wonderful experience for all.  Special 
thanks to Marc Tetro for serving as the featured artist this year and for donating his dynamic artwork 
to the live auction, to pianist Dr. Ron Musto for adding to the ambiance of the evening, and to 
Rhymin’ Richie Phillips of  WGNA’s “Sean & Richie in the Morning” for serving as our celebrity 
auctioneer.  Even a false alarm and the arrival of the Troy fire engine could not dampen the mood.  
Of course, the mood of the evening was aided by Exit 9 Wine & Liquor Warehouse’s contribution of 
fine wines from the Mutt Lynch Winery.

Our thanks also go to the Honorary Committee members, sponsors, contributing artists and attendees 
who helped raise a net total of more than $20,000 to benefit our animals.  As with all we do, this 
event would not have been possible without the assistance of our dedicated volunteers and staff.   

Thank Y ou to Our Sponsors

art SaVeS animalS SetS auCtion reCord



In early October, Mohawk & Hudson River 
Humane Society investigator Tina Murray 
went to the home of Bertha Ryan with the 
State Police to discuss complaints about 
a strong odor emanating from the home.  
There were about 20 cats visible in the 
house that day, but the police were only 
invited into one room and most of the house 
was closed off.  The officers were there to 
help people who had obviously acquired and 
bred more cats than they could possibly care 
for, but their offers of help were refused.

A few days later, the two women to whom 
the officers had been talking were arrested 
in Bennington, Vermont.  They were found 
napping in two cars in a supermarket park-
ing lot along with over 80 cats in the two 
cars.  The women were arrested for animal 
cruelty because of the conditions, and offi-
cials seized the cats.

While 80 cats is a tremendous number, we 
were concerned there were more animals 
still suffering in the house.  State Police 
obtained a search warrant, and a few days 
after the arrest in Vermont, we were back 
looking for cats in Ryan’s North Troy home.  
We were shocked by what we found; the 
conditions were unfit for human or ani-
mal life.  Since 80 cats had already been 
removed we hoped there wouldn’t be many 
more, but there were another 57 cats still 
living in the house.  We also found two cats 
that had already died.

The cats were all brought to the Society 
where our Medical Director, Dr. Sarah 
Madaio, examined all of the cats, docu-
mented their conditions and began treat-
ment for their varied medical conditions.  
Dr. Madaio’s reports were submitted to the 
State Police who charged the Ryan’s with 
59 counts of animal cruelty.  

Within two days of the cats arriving at the 
Humane Society, two of the cats gave birth 
to a total of seven more kittens.  Thanks 
to our volunteer foster parents, those and 
several other cats were able to recover 
and grow in homes before returning to the 
Society for adoption.  

One hundred forty cats living in one small 
home is overwhelming just to think about, 
but to see it in person is shocking and 
disturbing, especially to people who have 
dedicated their lives to protecting animals.  
It may seem like a new case of animal 
hoarding is in the news every few weeks, 
and this year that has been true.  More and 
more of these cases are coming to light and 
all involve animals in desperate need of our 
help.  

A sudden influx of animals like this puts 
a tremendous strain on the Society’s staff, 
volunteers, facilities and funds.  There is 
no government funding for cases like this.  
The animals depend on our supporters to 
contribute toward the investigation and the 
animals’ medical rehabilitation and care.

One HOuse, 140 Cats

Pucks & Paws 
to Benefit the Mohawk & Hudson River Humane society 

the dogs are going to the Devils
saturday, January 29 at 7PM

save the date

the albany 
Devils, albany’s 
newest hockey 
team, are the aHL 
affiliate of the 
3X stanley Cup 
Champion new 
Jersey Devils.  

$20.00 gets you and your dog a ticket to 
watch the albany Devils take on the Rochester 
americans.

season ticket holders, your dog can join you for 
the night for just $5.00.

Call 518-433-8457 for more details.

1st 

Brazil

Jordan

Jasper



Dear MHRHS,

Two weeks ago I made a stop at the Pet Smart store in Glenmont.  My intention was simply to pick 
up supplies for Rogie, my cat.  While in the store, I passed the adoption center with cats needing 
a home.  I’ve passed that area before and have always felt bad for them.  Everyone, even a cat, 
needs a good home.  I hadn’t planned on adopting a homeless cat that day, but circumstances and 
the forlorn look on the face of a homeless cat can change your plans.

You see, my wife Carol passed away from breast cancer 18 months ago.  It has been a difficult 
transition for Rogie and me to adapt to the change in our lives.  Rogie was originally a barn cat 
whom we adopted a number of years ago.  He and Carol were very attached to each other.  When she passed away, Rogie’s tem-
perament and behavior changed radically.  Although I understood that the changes probably had a lot to do with her absence, it 
became very difficult for us to co-exist.  Rogie became a daily frustration.  I have to admit that there were a number of times when 
I thought about finding him a new home or taking him to a shelter.  Of course, I never did; he was still part of the family and I 
couldn’t bring myself to do either.

As I looked at the cats in PetSmart, I wondered if Rogie might snap out of it if he had the companionship of another cat.  I won-
dered if it might be a good thing for me as well.  As those thoughts were going through my mind, I came across Spencer.  Spencer 
grabbed my attention immediately.  He looked so calm and had an endearing look to his face.  Needless to say, he came home with 
me that day. 

Spencer has been a wonderful addition to the family.  He is playful, warm, friendly and a calming influence.  Rogie, of course, was 
not happy to have Spencer come into his home and spent the better part of two days stalking him.  Rogie has now come to accept 
Spencer, although that most often comes in the form of ignoring him.

Spencer has also settled in.  For the first week or so he was always under foot.  He followed me everywhere and would lay down 
at my feet whenever I stayed put in one spot long enough for him to believe I would be there for a while.  Now he wanders off to 
explore, take a nap or chase one of the toys through the house (as he is doing now).  Like Rogie, he especially likes to go out to the 
attached greenhouse when I open it for them on sunny days.  It’s fun to watch the two of them race each other to get there first!

As for Rogie’s temperament and behavior?  Spencer’s presence has made a big difference.  Rogie may ignore his roommate, but his 
disposition has dramatically changed for the better.  And to be honest, Spencer brightens my days as well.

I want to thank you for giving Spencer and me an opportunity to meet.  Rogie and I have benefited greatly by his addition to our 
family.

Bill

HaPPy taiL

In late August, David Adams was out for a 
walk in Rensselaer when he saw a black car 
with dark tinted windows pull to the side of 
the road and slow down up ahead.  One of 
the windows was rolled down and two small 
puppies were thrown out the window as the 
car sped off.  Mr. Adams immediately went 
to check on the puppies.  One had already 
died and the second looked like he was 
barely holding on.

Mr. Adams had adopted a cat from the 
Mohawk & Hudson River Humane Society, 
so he knew exactly where to go.  When 
he arrived at our animal care center in 
Menands, the puppy was rushed to our 
veterinary team where he was examined by 
Dr. Sarah Madaio.  The puppy was emaci-
ated, dehydrated and covered in fleas.  Dr. 
Madaio’s initial assessment was that the 
puppy only had a 50/50 chance at survival.  
Puppies of this age are very fragile and can 
easily succumb to illness, so Dr. Madaio 
would have to work fast to save her.  

After giving the puppy her initial treatment, 
we put out a call for a foster home and Rob 
Perham stepped forward.  Rob would have 
to watch the puppy, whom he named Millie, 
closely to make sure her condition did not 
deteriorate.  After working long days at the 
Society, Dr. Madaio stopped at Rob’s house 
every day to check on Millie, give her addi-
tional treatments and make sure she was 
continuing to recover.  

It took time, careful monitoring and special 
attention, but Millie slowly regained her 
strength and started putting some weight 
on as puppies are supposed to.  Although 
Millie was healthy, she was not destined 
to leave her foster home.  Rob and his two 
other dogs just couldn’t bear to let her go, 
so she’ll stay in the loving home where she 
was able to recover.

PuPPy ResCue
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