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A Dog Named Devlin

A little buff Chihuahua, no more than 10 pounds,
was seen wandering in a neighborhood for weeks. He
would reappear, but whenever Animal Control was
called or someone tried to catch him, the elusive little
fellow would run and disappear all over again. He
was seen close to Mohawk Hudson Humane Society
(MHHS) so shelter staff and volunteers were on the
lookout for him, but each time he was seen, he managed
to evade capture. All sorts of tricks to lure him in were
tried without success.

After two weeks of dodging people, the soon-to-be-
named Devlin showed up on a woman’s porch. When
she opened the door to her house, he just walked right
in. Soon Devlin was at MHHS, where people who had
seen him from a distance for a while noticed that he
wasn’t quite the spry little dog he had seemed before.
Most noticeably, he had a slight limp. He was brought
to Canterbury Animal Hospital in Delmar for X-rays,
which showed he had a fractured pelvis. We'll never
know exactly what happened to him — he may have been

hit by a car or sustained the injury some other way — but
one thing was certain: he needed help.

Devlin was given pain medication and sent to a foster
home to begin his recovery. This kind of injury can be
painful and, if not attended to, may heal improperly
and cause long-term problems. Dr. Bowersox, a
board-certified surgeon, was called to take a look at
Devlin. He said a repair was possible, and he would give
us a specially discounted rate. Luckily, many donors
have given to our Guardian Angel Fund, and we were
able to provide Devlin with the surgery he needed.

o e Devlin went back to his foster home to recover after
e A the surgery and received physical therapy rehabilitation
i!,tll,'{\,l‘;“}"'ﬁgﬂ1'53:..!1_3 at Fitter Critters in Lee, Massachusetts. Thanks to a
e skilled veterinarian, a foster parent willing to open her
i home and the supporters who give to our Guardian
Angel Fund, Devlin is now in a loving home.
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The Mohawk Hudson Humane
Society had a fantastic year in
2012. We started by celebrating
our 125th anniversary and kept the
celebration going all year long by
saving more animals and expanding
our essential services, like adding
spay and neuter services and more
offsite adoption days and growing
our pet food pantry program. We
did it all with the help and support
of our community.

We were thrilled to win two
online voting contests. The first,
from Fastsigns, provided us with
funds to replace the shelter’s
signage with our new logo and
better legibility so customers can
find us. We'll also be getting
some new mobile signs that will
help direct people to our offsite
adoption events.

We were also happy to be the
winner of the Times Union’s first
Capital Region Giving contest. As
the winner, we received $5,000
in cash to care for animals and
$5,000 in advertising in the Zimes
Union so we can continue to get
better exposure for animals in need
of homes.

The year ended with a great
honor. As you’ll read in this issue,
the Society was chosen to be the
Tech Valley Nonprofit Business
Council’s Nonprofit Organization
of the Year (1-74 employees).

We plan to continue building
on this success and finding more
ways to help homeless animals.
Most notably, we’ll soon be adding
a new satellite adoption center that
will be our best one yet to find more
homes for orphaned pets.
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Executive Director Brad Shear
and Bastian, his cat

All of this support for the
Society and the work we do has been
wonderful. We are so appreciative
of the community’s support for
homeless animals. Winning the
contests and receiving the award
means more people will hear about
the Humane Society and more will
adopt animals. It means that when
a little stray kitten named Cruzer
came into the Humane Society
in the middle of winter, he had
somewhere warm to stay and a
foster parent who was there to take
him home, until he was big and
strong enough to be neutered and
go to his forever family.

Cruzer isn’t too concerned about
signs, newspaper ads or awards.
He cares about healthy food, fresh
water, warmth and a toy he can
chase around his new home. He'll
never know how important it is that
he lives in a community that cares
about homeless animals. He just
knows that he has a safe place now.

On Cruzer’s behalf, I thank you.
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By Laura Cesta

Foster, Volunteer, Be Part of a Community

My daughter Jackie has been a volunteer since she
was 14 and we have been a foster family for the past
9 months. Jackie has learned how important it is to
be a volunteer and foster parent because she sees the
difference she makes for the animals. She really enjoys
the time she spends playing with them, helping them
to become family-friendly and taking care of them. She
has met numerous friends since she has been at Mohawk
Hudson Humane Society, even her best friend. Learning
to help the animals and the workers helps the future of
the Humane Society and the good work they do.

Volunteering at the Humane Society connects us
with so many caring people who share our concern for
animals. They are a perfect example of people with a
humane nature.

Every time there is a dog attack in the news, we get
calls about how terrible these attacks are. My daughter
was mauled by a dog in 2007 and has undergone five
reconstructive surgeries, but that never changed her
love for animals. She has turned her experience into an
opportunity to help animals and help others understand
how important animals are in our lives.

Some of the kids
who volunteer may
have some trait for
which other people
would judge them, but
you can see how much
the staff and other
volunteers make them
all feel so important
and that what they do
really matters. All the
animals want is for
someone to give them
attention, and these
kids and volunteers feel
so important when they
can help. I hope more people will volunteer and foster
animals so they can have the same great experiences my
daughter and I have had.
Since Jackie has been volunteering and fostering, she
has decided to become a veterinarian and looks forward
to working in a shelter one day.

Tech Valley Non-Profit Business Award

On November 16, Mohawk Hudson
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Humane Society was honored to be chosen
as the Tech Valley Nonprofit Business
Council’s 2012 Nonprofit Organization
of the Year (1-74 employees). The

Business Council is a joint effort of
the Albany-Colonie and Schenectady
Chambers of Commerce. Each year
they seek out a nonprofit organization
that has done exceptional work, with an
emphasis on working collaboratively with
other groups.

received special recognition during the
ceremony, with partners from Unity
House and Equinox speaking on our
behalf. The Save Haven Program houses
the pets of domestic violence victims
while they are in the process of leaving
their abusers and beginning new lives.
We are honored to receive this
recognition. Thank you to our supporters
who make it possible for us to help
animals and serve the community.




Tributes

Tributes listed here were processed 11/1/12 — 11/30/12.

In Memory Of . ..

Jill Alderman
Margaret Hyde
Babo
Eileen O’Connor
Chipper Bales
Mary Bales
Bartholomew & Fluffy
Robert Giuffrida, Jr.
Armand Beauchamp
Ruth Beauchamp
Becky & Abbey
James & Debra Murley
Aurora Bickford
Janice Bell
Jeff Dolfi
Emily Johnson
VA Medical Center Radiation
Oncology Clinic
Raymond Boomhower
Bonded Concrete Inc.
Cathy Hewitt
Roseanne Bruno
Norman Morand
Buddy
George & Joyce Bouchard
Buddy
Gail Christian
CC
Kathleen Betjemann & Laura
Leschik
Jake Callaghan
Teresa Burns Parkhurst
Kathy & Duncan Tarentino
Charlie
Larry & Annie Friedman
Henrietta Chesley
Wendy Gruenberg
China
Debra & Rich Nead
Chloe
Leon Nielsen
George Chrysogelos
Office of Electric, Gas & Water
Cosmo
Kasparian Family
Buddy D’Antonio
Thomas & Georgia Decker
Dad, Abbey & Muffin
John Cahill
Sandra Dell-Nack
Judy Massey
Pam Waitekus
Diva
RoseMarie Stevens
Danielle Donato
Debra’s Friends in Operations
Etransmedia Friends
Jim Konitski
Brian Donohue
Julianne O’Brien
Nancy & Jim Rheingrover
Marilyn Vogt
Dudley, Madison, Micah & Lexie
Deborah Stewart
Donald Dustin & Missy
Marjorie & David Dennin
Jeanne Harrison
Buddy Ellis
Ed Ellis
Female Railroad Puppy
Chelsea Koslow
Angela Sise
Marge Fiato
John Bartels
Linda & Dan Bartels
Fluffy & Benji
Mithun Chittajallu

Donna Geddings
Columbia High School Sunshine
Club
Geraldine
Jane & Paul Burgdorf
Floyd Getto
Susan & Jim McGarry
Donna Giddings
NYS DEC Division of Operations
Arthur Gleason
Roy & Michelle Bridge
Cohoes Kiwanis
Cohoes Performing Arts Booster
Club
Columbia High School Sunshine
Club
James Fordham
Stacy Gallagher
Elmer Halikias
Donald & Susan Lloyd
Niskayuna Administrators’
Association
Niskayuna Directors’ Association
Linda Smith
Joseph Vautrin
Jean Gray
Len & Mary Fosbrook
Lisa Harrington
Mary Mclntosh
James Poole
Philip Hastings
Pamela Hastings
Travis Hilton
Rosemarie Rabenburg
Howie, Maddie, Davis, Poco &
Augie
Wendy Mapstone
James Hynes
Kathryn Bond
William Cunningham
Danielle Jones
Vincent Scorsone
Jack
Diana Easlick
John
Terri Manchester
John “Jack” Kane
Albany St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee
John & Barbara Homicz
Wil James and Toyota Team
Members
LAOH Division 3 Watervliet
LAOH Trinity Degree Team
Lora Marotta
Don & Maureen Nero
Michael & Terry Ryan
Kasey T
Geoffrey Booth
Alexander Kasparian
Elena D’Agnese
Kasparian Family
Dylan Lewis
Kirby
Cynthia Kaiser
Jessica & Hans Knapp
Brunk Family
Juraj Korenko
Carol Savelli
Tai-Boy Krokenberger
Jean Krokenberger
Gretchen Lally
Norma Knauer
Dorothy Lezette
Jennifer Sennett
Spencer & Princess Liegeot
MaryK Weeks
Lucy
Meegan Fitzpatrick

Lucy Macomber
Steve & Jackie Galusha
Jeanne Mahan
Anita & Patrick Weklar
Helen Maloney
Gail & Michael Catoggio
Mark & Carolina Rock
Manny
Stephen Werthner
Claire & Harry Margolis
Eliot Margolis
Paula Masters
Sunnyview Hospital Ortho Staff
Casey Mathews
Jennifer Dawson & Paul Farrell
Thomas McLaughlin
APPFRA
Ernest Meyers
Tricia Sigsworth
Mary Ann Micheri
NAI Platform
Frank Miller
Edwin Albrecht
Harold & Joan Aseltine
Mark Aseltine
Sandra Carrk
Michael & Jean DiNapoli
Gladys Histed
Francis Murray
Pete Vitali
Marilyn Miller
Tom & Pat Cerulli
Miss Kitty
Gail Lawrence
Morgan
Wayne & Theresa Wright
Joanna Murphy
Natalie Cole
Gerald Engstrom
Carolyn Smaka
Marie Smaka
Snoopy Murray
Joseph & Cynthia Kaiser
Nina, Shaina, Zak & Ziva
Joseph Esposito
Mary O’Keefe
Kathleen Adkins
Charles & Mary Ann Collins
David & Kay Collins
Patricia Daboll
Tom & Claire Darden and Pat St.
Peter
Lainie DeMore & Harry Gleeson
Greta Zybon Trust
Joanne Hartunian
Donald & Jayne Ann Hemming
Barbara & Stuart Lipschultz
Brian & Tracie Milanese
Margaret Murphy & Carol
DeSimone
Christine O’Keefe
Joseph & Patricia O'Keefe
Leonard & Roberta Podolin
U.S. Figure Skating
Cheryl & Robert Wood
Opa & Schatzie
Anna Bundy
Ann Panting
Agnes & Ken Borden
Patrick Bryan
Remmers Family
Paris
Lee Burns
Percy
Excelsior College School of Health
Sciences - Lynn, Sharon, Patti &
John
Petey
Anne Cronin

Carol Petruskevich
Colonie Senior Citizens Club
James & Grace Jukes
Rose Marie Reimer
Pepper Pociluk
Robert & Pamela Pociluk
Zoe Pociluk
Robert & Pamela Pociluk
Joan Prefore
Joan China
Katherine Eagan
Jennifer Leonard-Curtis
Deborah Myers
NYS Lottery Co-workers
Donna O’Connell
John & Diana Pratt
Harry Wickham
Maryhelena Schomer
Gloria Cullati
Kim Law
Michele Melton
Fred Schork
Doris & Jim Davis
Max Schreiber
Iliana Schreiber-Giacona
Irving Sewell
Dan Holser
Shadow Skotnicki-Doling
Jason Doling & John DeCelle
Smokey, Whiskers, Tiger, Leon &
Spunky
Janet Pertierra
Smokeyroc
Debi Chowdhury
Ellen Stickler
Craig Stickler
Richard Teague
Francine Graziano
Lori Mulder
Joseph Trinchillo & Scooter Pie
Jones
Teresa Burns Parkhurst
Angie Fondano Haines
Isabelle Giagni
Ron Guzior & the BST Partners
Connie Kimmey
Marie & Steve Mastrianni
Dee McCumber
Noelle Podoba
Michele Pollard & Family
Christine Ward
Cindy Williams
Vicki & Max
Elaine & Walter Spoor
Helen Vosburgh
Alma Blohm
Lisa Rice
Susan Smith
Sunmark Federal Credit Union
Lisa Thomas
Whiteman Osterman & Hanna
Grace Wade
Deborah DeGenova
Lynn LaCross
Mary Sager
Judi Stott & Jill Bodo
Jeffrey Wagner
Richard & Marianne Kelly
Ella Ward Armstrong & Family
Mary Walsh
Fran & Ed Dudwoire
Olive Weber
Art & Margie Coats
John & Maryanne Harper
R. Paul Moroukian
National Grid Co-workers
NYS Gas & Electric Utilities
Claims Managers Assn
OPMC Friends

Zoe Whedon
Sheryl Hoffman

Wolfie
Donna Dolan

Zelda
Dianne Ammerman

Zoe, Chelsea, Lucky & Muffin
Deborah Decker

Zooey & Micque
Michael & Monique Freshman,
MDs

In Honor Of . ..
Alicja Bialasiewicz
Barbara Lancaster
Buford
Robert McMahon
Neilia Campbell
Connie Campbell
Kyle James Cogan
Mary Ann Chesky
Phil & Bry-ann DeLorenzo
Julie Sasso
Susan Gibson
Virginia Rybicki
Priscilla VanArnum
Miss Kitty Handy
Neal & Sarah Hahn
Nancy Haynes
Sharon Ansell
Jaye Holly & Judy Yeckley
Clare & David McNally
Dedre Honseknecht
Dondrue Harrington
Howie
Anne Senft
Joey & Aliyah
Larry & Annie Friedman
Lynn & Odette
Laurie Albigese
Max & Millie
Harold Groat
Julie Mills
Neal & Sarah Hahn
Eleeza Morrison
Brianna Anslow
Kimberly Mitola
Deborah Pauly
Ashley Starr
Sarah Noor
Julie Sasso
Patty & Brian
Sarah Darmanjian
Libby Post & Lynn Dunning-
Vaughn
Nancy Mingelgreen
Railroad Puppies
Judy Adams
Tracy Hanley
Heather Martin
Samuel Orlan
Bill & Martha Ritz
Julie Sasso
William Snyder
LexisNexis
tFille & Sophie
Beth Ammerman
Patti Unti
Virginia Graney
Ryan Valdez
Marilyn Eberle

Due to space constraints, only tribute

gifts of $25 or higher are listed in
our print newsletters. Tributes of all
amounts are listed on our web site,
www.mohawkhumane.org.
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